Social isolation increases the stimulatory effect of ethanol on locomotor activity.
The stimulatory effects of low alcohol doses are of great interest because of their role in human drinking and their possible relation to reinforcement from alcohol. The preferred animal model for studying them is the mouse. The effects of various doses of ethanol on locomotor activity were now studied in both group-housed mice and in mice socially isolated for 36-44 weeks. The housing situation was found to have a strong influence: a large stimulatory effect was observed in isolated mice but little effect was seen in group-housed animals. The results suggest that socially isolated mice are more sensitive to the stimulatory effect of ethanol on locomotor activity.